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BACKGROUND TO WORLD WAR II – CAUSES (EUROPE)

1. The failure of Weimer Germany (Weimar is a name given to the democratic regime in Germany from 1919 – 1933)

· governments deal with hyper inflation (partly caused by printing more $$ to make reparation payments)

· Unemployment during the Great Depression
· Germans unhappy with the “humiliating” terms of the Treaty of Versailles
2. The rise of Nazism

· Hitler seemed to offer the answer to economic problems with his German Socialist Workers Party (in German, the acronym = Nazi)

· Anti communist stance appealed to middle class

· Elected democratically, then passed Enabling Act that gave Hitler dictatorial powers

3. Inability of the League of Nations to act against aggressive nations 

· Japan invaded China (Manchuria) in 1931 – League condemned actions and Japan simply withdrew from the League

· Italy invaded Ethiopia (1935) – League imposed economic sanctions against Italy, but did not enforce them

· also Hitler supported Franco (Spanish civil war) – saw that no action taken against Spanish totalitarian regime by western powers

4. Appeasement  (see text book for help)(To appease is to “satisfy; make calm, quiet; give in to the demands of (especially those of a potential enemy)”)
Why appeasement?  Britain, France did not want another war – tried to find ways to prevent a world armed conflict.  What happened as a result:
a) Re-militarization of the Rhine – Treaty of Versailles had said that Germany could not have any soldiers in this area (located next to France).  1936 Hitler moves troops in – Britain and France do nothing.

b) Anschluss – March 1938 – Hitler took over Austria – again the western powers did nothing to stop him

c) Czechoslovakia - * Sept 1938 Sudetenland – area of 3,000,000 Germans bordering on Germany – Hitler warns of  invasion unless area returned – Munich Agreement – Chamberlain (British PM) “Peace in our Time” (* Hitler takes over the rest of Czechoslovakia in March 1939)
At this time, Britain and France know that appeasement has failed and pledge to support Poland if Hitler attacks.  Hitler invaded Poland in 1939 and war was declared.
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